YOUNG MARTIN GOES TO LONDON  7
hundred years or more later, in a position to purchase
Fountains Abbey itself from the Armytages, a property
they still hold. To Sir John, living in the thick of
exciting events in London, came young Martin to make
a start in life.
It would be, perhaps, one of the most interesting
and valuable historical documents in the world, a record
of a youth's journey on horseback from Yorkshire to
London in 1549 or thereabouts. Henry the Eighth had
sunk into his last torpor two years before, a vast mass
of disease and putrefaction sustained only by a terrify-
ing ego-mania which, curiously enough, had failed to
alienate the affection of the people. Edward the Sixth
was now eleven years old and the politicians were fight-
ing the bishops for control of the government. The
great families, who had destroyed one another in the
Wars of the Roses, much to the edification of the Tudor
monarchy, were now represented by unscrupulous and
incompetent peers like Northumberland and Seymour*
The whole country was in an uproar over religion in
a way we of the twentieth century can scarcely envisage
to ourselves. Lord Protector Somerset, who had made
a huge fortune for himself and enabled others to do
the same by the confiscation of the guilds, chantries, and
other religious resources, had decided that more liberal
legislation would permit Protestants and Catholics to
live together. No sooner were the laws repealed, how-
ever, than trouble began. Fanatical preachers and ex-
propriated priests led crowds whose real trouble was
not the state of their souls, but the desperate poverty
of their families. The debasement of the coinage of
Henry the Eighth, the lowering of the purchasing value
of money by the enormous influx into Europe of ship-
loads of gold from the New World, the wholesale in-
closing of farms for sheep-raising to provide wool for
the looms, had brought the English common people to